CLASSIC CRIMES
traveller returns, and since there has been so much said about
me, it is only right that the public should know what are the
real circumstances. ... As regards Mr. Rose, poor fellow, no
one who knows me will believe for one moment that I had
any complicity in his death-----We went to the top of Goatfell,
where I left him in the company of two men who came from
Loch Ranza and were going to Brodick." He admitted that
he himself returned by way of Corrie, and had been in the
hotel there about ten o'clock.
The renewed outburst of newspaper articles and corre-
spondence produced by the publication of this letter drew a
further protest from the fugitive. In a second communication,
dated 2yth August and bearing to have been posted at
Aberdeen, addressed to the Glasgow Herald, he complained:
of the "many absurd and mad things" appearing about
himself in the papers, which he felt it his duty to correct.
, "Although I am entirely guiltless of the crime I am so much
wanted for," he wrote, "yet I can recognize that I am a
ruined man in any case, so it is far from my intention to give
myself up. . . . When I saw from an evening paper that Mr.
Rose had not returned to his lodgings, I began to arrange for
my departure, for I had told so many about him. Seemingly,
there was a motive for doing away with poor Rose; it was
not to secure his valuables. Mr. Rose was, to all appearances,
worse off than myself; indeed, he assured me that he had
spent so much on his tour that he had barely sufficient to last
till he got home. He wore an old Geneva watch with no
gold albert attached, and I am sure that no one saw him wear
a ring on his tour-----As I am not inclined to say any more, I
hope this will be the last the public will hear of me." Both
letters were signed "John W. Laurie," and were proved to be
in his handwriting.
It is difficult to see what induced Laurie to write these
letters. He seems to have lost his head at finding himself
the subject of so much of the popular attention which, that
August, was divided between himself, Mrs. Maybrick, then
on her trial at Liverpool, and "Jack the Ripper," twhose
mysterious crimes were horrifying humanity. Be that as it
may, the first letter enabled the police to get the box left by
him at Liverpool; but they considered that the posting of the
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